New environment law shows its fangs
China's revised Environmental Protection Law went into effect on 1 January this year. Severe punishments for polluting businesses swiftly followed.
Some 292 cases incurred an accumulating daily fine within the first 6 months, totalling 236 million yuan (US$37 million). The highest single levy was 15.8 million yuan (data from the Ministry of Environmental Protection; see www.mep.gov.cn). Over the same period, production was curtailed in 1,092 cases and equipment was locked down in 1,814 instances. Criminal charges were brought against 740 polluting businesses, and 782 were punished with police administrative detention.
Local governments are cooperating with the new law, contrary to earlier misgivings (see B. Zhang and C. Cao Nature 517, 433-434; 2015 and H. Yang et al. Science 347, 834-835; 2015 
Seal of approval for ocean observations
We announce that the Pacific Islands Ocean Observing System was certified last month as the first regional partner to attain full membership of the US Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS). This certification is a hallmark of the quality of data provided by the IOOS, to the benefit of the public, the private sector and individuals.
It is also an indicator to the global community that IOOS regional partners providing data from the oceans, Great Lakes and coasts of North America have met rigorous criteria for system oversight, information security, public engagement and financial controls.
The IOOS includes federal and non-federal partners in an interagency investment by the US government of more than US$2 billion annually for the collection and provision of ocean data and for improved forecast capabilities. It comprises about 10,000 unique oceanographic data sets and some 4,000 services that provide data, metadata and refined data products to tens of millions of US users. For instance, IOOS data are used in search-and-rescue operations and to ensure safe operation of commercial vessels.
Certified IOOS data can be entered in the permanent US archive at the National Centers for Environmental Information and can be used internationally by the Global Telecommunication System for meteorological data. 
